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COMMODORE’S WATCH

  Hi Everyone - 

I hope everyone had a enjoyable 4th of July. "Live Free" came into the harbor for the festivities and it 
was good to see some BYC members.

Well we had our first scare to the season and it looks like more to come. Chris called the group together 
on Tuesday and we had a lot of people show up. The shutters went up in 45 minutes and some were 
put up in groups of two and some by one person. I believe Chris is leaving the harder ones up for now 
to see what happens. Thank everyone for coming to the club to help and thanks Chris for getting all 
together and be sure you stay friends with the meteorologist at the weather service.

The off shore race looks like it was a great success. We had several of our club boats participate and 
Johnny and Cynthia put together the meal for the evening which turned out wonderful. The Port A 
Marina set up a tent, tables, chairs, lights and the bar-b-que out on the point near the new guest docks 
so we had a great view of everyone coming in. A great view for the evenings events. Thanks Doug, 
Cynthia and Johnny.

A reminder our next big event is the Navy Regatta. It is coming up quick. We host the Friday night 
registration at our club so be prepared to bring our usual affair for the evening. Watch for up coming 
announcements on this.

On a more somber note, we have lost a great club member in D.B.Kline and as I am writing the article 
we have now lost another great club member in Ralph Bowen. Our hearts and prayers go out to their 
love ones. We will miss them and the knowledge that they both brought to the club.

Harry J. Armenia 
Commodore
Bay Yacht Club

Membership News
Just at the last minute, June 30th,  BYC gained one new member – Catherine Rhyne, no photo yet, recruited by Cathy and Chris 
Colley. She is new to this area and owns a Ranger 28 sailboat named Avalon. 

The club lost two memberships during June – Arline and Bob Francis and Randy and Ty Heintz. We wish them well and hope we 
may again meet in future horizons. Cathy and Chris Colley are now tied in the membership recruitment challenge with Julie and 
Mark Lambert.

Congratulations to Cathy and Chris Colley on their purchase of Live Free a 1984 41 foot Morgan Out Islander located on D Dock in 
the Corpus Christi Marina. They just brought it in from Kemah, TX, Sunday, June 27th.

On a more somber note the club noted the passing of D. B. Kline and Ralph Bowen. Please read “In Memorial” on page 3 and 
continued on page 5 – addendum. 
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Sunfish Checkout and Pier Party  – June 5

Sunfish 

Everyone of the BYC Sunfish sailors were rigged and ready to go by 10:30 am Saturday June 5th. 
Neil Gallagher, Sunfish Chairman, Jerry Vaughn, Larry Haas, Johnny Huddleston and Megan 
Gallagher worked diligently to make sure those boats were in top shape for those wanting to make 
their check ride sails. An extra special thanks to Lisa Kelly and Nick Childs for many hours spent in 
Sunfish repairs and upgrades. 

The prospective sailors were not disappointed. The boats were well used by over twenty members 
and their guests, including young adult children and 
grand children. The weather was great, just the right 
wind and plenty of heat. 

Pier Party

Well over thirty members and guests toured member's 
boats and grazed "cruiser goodies and libations" 

Saturday, June 5th at 5:30 pm. The pier crawl began on D Pier - On-On, Merlin and Elan, 
followed by C Pier - Wave Dancer, Tally Ho, Eau De Vie, Lawrence Street - Cabaret and 
B Pier - Honky Voodoo and Adagio before ending up in the club to have dessert and 
refreshments. Topping off the festivities, twenty plus brave souls manned Adagio for a 
beautiful night time bay sail. 

Vaughn, Peterson, Herrington and Kelley Dinner – June 12
Over forty members enjoyed a bar-b-que chicken dinner with servings of potato casserole, dandy vegetable salad, homemade rolls 
and lemon cake for dessert at the BYC clubhouse Saturday, June 12. This was the second time the combination of Vaughn, 
Peterson, Herrington and Kelley have cooked for the club. The first being their famous annual fish fry in April. Thanks gang for the 
great work!

BYC, MORF, RYC Offshore Race – June 19

Eight boats competed in the first ever joint BYC, MORF, 
RYC fifteen nautical mile Offshore Race starting outside 
the Port A jetties. Representing BYC were SeaFlight - 3rd 

place finish, Merlin DNF and WindSwept - 1st place finish 
in the Cruising Class. Representing MORF were Tom Kat 
and Passion - 1st place finish in the All Sails Class. 
Rockport Yacht Club entries were Ladies Knight - 2nd place 
finish in the Cruising Class and Gimmee Samoa and Wing 
and a Prayer 1st - place finish in the Multihull Class.

The weather was beautiful and the wind and seas just 
right for a broad reach to the mark and down wind run 
return for the race. SeaFlight won the fishing tournament 
with a single catch in the Cruising Class. Being “green 
cruisers” the crew of SeaFlight returned their catch to sea 
but not after taking a photo as proof of their feat.

Father's Day Cruise to Port Aransas Marina – June 19
                         By Johnny Huddleston – Cruise Captain Coordinator 

The Father's Day Cruise/Race was pulled off with only a few hitches. The weather sailing over 
Friday was a bit windy and bumpy crossing the bay. Concerto was well loaded with provisions for 
the cookout so no real drama. That 40 pounds of Charcoal was a real hassle in the main salon. 
Extra ice chests were stored in the cockpit making things a bit crowded. We arrived to find Elan and 
SeaFlight tied to the long dock. As the day progressed Still Dreamin, Merlin and Tom Kat arrived. 
Tom Kat came in singlehanded by Doug Weakly. He said the trip over was wet and bumpy.  Now all 
that was needed was to assure there was enough room for Eau De Vie to tie up on the long dock. I 
had it covered. Tally Ho, Hail Columbia, Honky Voodoo and WindSwept tied up on the new transient 
docks. As usual the evening "dock crawl" began. 

Saturday Cynthia and I opted out of the offshore race since we needed to make sure all was setup 
for the Fajita dinner we had planned. All boats departed by 1030 heading offshore for the race. 
Seems only 2 MORF boats showed, Passion and Tom Kat. Several boats from RYC made the trip 
over for the race and dinner. Cynthia found several others to assist slicing and dicing the veggies 
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and avocados. I must say they did whip up some tasty guacamole. Cynthia and I made up the Pico de gallo to make things a bit 
easier. By 1630 cooking began. Harry and Linda took over the chore of cooking the fajitas. 

Serving started on time and did the diners dig in. The menu was fajitas, tortillas, guacamole, pico, grilled onions/bell peppers, beans 
and iced tea. Doug Weakly provided the beer compliments of MORF. From the number that returned for seconds it appeared 
everyone was pleased with the spread.  

Cynthia and I remarked "who is doing the spread next time". Don't forget July's cruise to Bastille Day, Ingleside, July 10.

Father's Day Dinner – June 19
What a finish to a great day! Over fifty people including MORF, Rockport Yacht Club 
and BYC members enjoyed a beef and chicken fajita dinner after the joint offshore 
race from the Port A Marina. Cold beverages were supplied and in ample supply by 
MORF. 

Later in the evening attendees were entertained by Ken Sharp and friends on their 
guitars and bongo drum. It wasn't until late in the evening when the fat and happy 
fathers waddled off to their boats to rest for the next day race back to Corpus Christi 
Marina. 

RYC extended a invitation for members of BYC to join them June 26tha an 27th for 
their annual Tiki Cruise to Mud Island. They also issued a challenge to our racing 
members to compete in their upcoming annual Light House Race, July 17th. You may 
get the NOR at their website - http://www.ryctx.org/ .

Father's Day Race, Port A to CC Marina – June 20
By Bruce Swart

The BYC Saturday Race Series #5 was held on Father’s Day Sunday.  It followed on the heels of 
the MORF Offshore Regatta on Saturday, June 19th. The Series race was well attended with nine 
boats making their staggered start in the Ship Channel right off the Port Aransas Marina entrance. 
The first start was at noon with the tide against us. The last boat to start began just over an hour 
later.  This gave the last starters lots of incentive to try to make their way up though the fleet but it 
was a strung out fleet that crossed the finish line in Corpus Christi some 3 hours later.

The race was mainly a beam reach with no up or downwind legs. It was a race made for boats like 
Adagio and Kerry Ann, and they took full advantage by roaring off to first and second places 
respectfully. WindSwept was third followed by Still Dreaming, Tom Kat, Elan, SeaFlight and Eau 
De Vie. Merlin participated and finished in the top four but elected not to be scored as they won’t 
be participating in any of the other races and didn’t want to take away points from the other 
contenders. 

All in all, it was a beautiful day to be sailing. The winds were fluky in the channel but a very fun 
reach across the Bay. Great weather capped off a great weekend of sailing. A big “Thank You” 
needs to go out to Johnny and Cynthia Huddleston, Harry Armenia and Linda Guiffre and all of 
those who worked to hard to pull off the Fajita Dinner for the MORF, BYC, and RYC racers on 
Saturday night.

Over all race leaders for the series is Elan, Brigadoon and WindSwept in that order. Next Race – July 24. 

Potluck Dinner – June 26
A small crowd showed up but still enjoyed a variety of food, fun and drink at 
the BYC clubhouse Saturday, June 26. 

A rigged game of strength, “Men vs. Women Lifting a Chair” was played. Of 
course the women won, proving once again they are of superior class when 
compared to the male species. 

(Pictured right) - Jo Ann Robertson demonstrating how it is done.

(Picture left) – Sharon and Joe Blair with Susie Porter “dishing it up”.

In Memorial – D. B. Kline 1925 - 2010
By Jerry Vaughn

D. B. Kline submitted his application to join the Bay Yacht Club on February 22, 1976 along with a check for $100 initiation fee plus 
$15 for the first month’s dues.  He was assigned member number 244.  At the time he had a Ranger 23 named Izarra. D.B. has 
been an Active member, a Senior member when the Club had that category, back to an Active member and finally the membership 
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of the Club voted to name him a Life member in recognition of his many years of service.  The Life membership was the result of a 
unanimous vote at the April, 2009 General Membership Meeting.

D. B. would never tell anyone at the Club what the initials stood for. In his 1995 poem presented at the 
annual Installation Banquet, Tom Arnold told everyone that they stood for Desmond Bartholomew. Of 
course this wasn’t right. They actually stood for Darwin Burdett but for the years after that poem he was 
often jokingly called Desmond or Desmond Bartholomew.

D.B. was elected as a director in 1983, 1989 and 1990 and as Commodore in 1991. He edited the Bowsprit 
for 11 years, from 1994 through 2004. He received the Commodore’s Trophy in 1992 and was awarded the 
Harkrider Trophy twice, in 1995 and again in 2005 and Cruiser of the Year in 2002. D.B. was always ready 
to help the Club in any way that he could and also to help other sailors, Club members or not. He was 
known for his good sense of humor and his enormous stock of stories, both of adventures and mishaps on 
the water and of his time in the Army Air Corps and the Air Force.

D.B.’s last boat was a Cal 25, Mk II named Mistress. The boat used an outboard rather than an inboard 
diesel. For many years he raced Mistress every Wednesday night and in most weekend regattas. This was 
during the time when Wednesday night races drew 30 to as many as 50 plus boats. D.B. knew the race rules and unfailingly 
followed them. He had a well honed sense of honor about the race rules and how they should be followed.  After his retirement from 
KMart, D.B. left the marina sometime in November 2001 on a single handed trip to the Bahamas, returning the following July 2002. 
He followed the ICW around the Gulf both ways and, according to him, had an absolute ball. Various friends and relatives joined him 
for short segments of the trip but the only parts of the voyage that he insisted on having a crew member along for safety were in his 
two crossings of the Gulf Stream between Florida and the Bahamas. It was after this trip that he and Lois were married. D.B. had a 
lot of experience in long distance sailing. He made the Vera Cruz race as a crew member more than once and helped various 
friends bring boats back from the Caribbean. D.B. will be greatly missed by the members of the Bay Yacht Club.

In Memorial – Ralph Bowen
By Jerry Vaughn

Ralph Bowen, long time member of the Bay Yacht Club, crossed over the bar at 3 PM on July 5 at age 
80. Ralph died at home after a long illness with his wife Melissa and son John at his side. Ralph’s 
expressed wishes were that there be no funeral services, that his body be cremated and his ashes 
scattered on Corpus Christi Bay. He did want a party at the Club about a month or so after his death to 
celebrate his life. The dates are not set yet but Saturday, July 31 or Sunday August 1 would be a good 
possibility.

Ralph was raised in the Boston area and enlisted in the U.S. Navy as a teenager before finishing high 
school.  He became a boatswain’s mate. Per the official U.S. Navy description, boatswain's mates train, 
direct, and supervise personnel in ship's maintenance duties. Ralph was also qualified as a Navy 
Master Diver in both “hard hat” and scuba gear. He spent most of his Navy career in the Pacific Fleet, 
serving on both salvage vessels and sea going tugs. Ralph was a 1st Class Petty Officer serving at 
Pearl Harbor when his commanding officer began pressuring him to apply for Officer Candidate School. 
Ralph claimed that he applied primarily to get his Skipper off his back. At approximately the same time, 

he got 2 letters from the Navy. One announced his promotion to Chief Petty Officer and the other said he’d been accepted to OCS. 
He chose OCS and was commissioned as an Ensign, rising to the rank of Lieutenant Commander at retirement. During his time as 
an officer, he commanded an ocean going tug, the Hitchiti, on several trans-Pacific voyages. Most of us have never seen a U.S. 
Navy fleet tug. The Hitchiti had a displacement of 1240 tons, was 205 feet long, 38 foot beam and had a crew of 85. At the time of 
his retirement he was serving as Base Security Officer and Provost Marshall at Pearl Harbor.

He told a story about being out sailing off Oahu with his first wife when a carrier task force appeared over the horizon. It soon 
became apparent that the task force was on a collision course with the Bowen’s. Ralph decided to hold his course just to see what 
the carrier and its escort ships would do. Of course, he left himself plenty of room if he had to maneuver. Following the Rules of the 
Road, the entire task force changed course to avoid the sailing vessel.

Ralph never stopped educating himself and was well read and informed on many topics. Those who knew him will recall that he was 
always an interesting conversationalist.  He kept subscriptions to the Naval Institute Proceedings and to Naval History magazines. 
He dearly loved to play several different roles, including curmudgeon and poor pitiful me but under this veneer Ralph was a very 
kind and loving man.

Ralph was an avid sailor all of his life. He liked to build boats and sail them. Ralph served on the Bay Yacht Club board for a number 
of years from 2000 through 2005 and part of the year 2007.  He and Melissa shared the Commodore’s Trophy in 2000 and he won 
the Club’s top honor, the Harkrider Award, in 2007. He was always available to help the Sea Scouts group that was sponsored by 
the BYC, and to help any member interested in sailing. As long as he was physically able, Ralph could always be counted on to 
volunteer for any and all Club activities.

Ralph is survived by his wife Melissa, daughter Shirley and son John. two stepdaughters, four granddaughters and two great 
granddaughters. We will all miss our friend and companion.

D.B. Kline March 2010
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Larry Haas trains 
Martha Messer

Larry Haas gives Larry 
Messer pointers. 

Neil Gallagher explains boat 
rigging to the "would be" sailors.

June 5th - Over twenty 
members enjoyed a 
Sunfish day.



June 5th Over thirty 
members and guests 
crawled the docks and 
boats.

Commodore Harry Armenia 
and Ms. Commodore Linda 
Guiffre.

Jennie Jackson, hostess 
aboard Honky Voodoo.

Members aboard 
Adagio for a 
Midnight Sail.

Malcolm and Jennifer 
Holubec aboard Adagio.

Tammy Swart, Tom Arnold,  Pam Carrothers, 
Jake Jacobsen and Richard Butler aboard 
Honky Voodoo.



Jake 
Jacobsen

bruce Swart and 
Brenda Hiler

Tammy and 
Bruce Swart 
with daughter 
Brittney 
Honeycutt.

Walt Crawford 
and Mark Hiler

Whitworth's 
Hail Columbia 
in the Gulf.

Teresa Gallagher, 
Jan and Bill Streep

June 19 - 20 
14 Boats, 
Port A Marina 
Honky 
Voodoo, Hail 
Columbia, 
windswept, 
kerry Ann, 
TomKat, eau 
de vie, elan, 
concerto, 
cabaret, 
Merlin, ms 
Gracie, 
seaflight, 
still dreamin 
and Tally ho



June 19 - Competing Boats - Ladies Knight, TomKat, SeaFlight, Merlin, Windswept, Passion, 
Gimmee Somoa, Wing and Prayer

SeaFlight 3rd Cruising - 
Russ York

Passion 1st All 
Sails - Billy Liles

Wing and Prayer 1st 
Multihull - Bill Coxwell

Ladies Knight 
2nd Cruising

Doug Weakly

Matt White, Tammy and Bruce 
Swart aboard Seaflight.

Windswept 1st Cruising -    Larry Frank, Gilbert 
Landin, Richard Butler and Doug Weakly.

Ladies 
Knight and 
Merlin at 
the start 
line.



Sharon Blair, Carla and 
Larry Frank

Russ York and 
Cynthia Huddleston

Ken Sharp and his band

Commodore Harry Armenia and 
Johnny Huddleston

Slyvia and Jim 
Whitworth, Sharon Blair 
and Judy Crawford

Terry Butler, Judy and Walt Crawford, David 
and Andrea McGilvray

June 19 - Over fifty members and 
guests from BYC, MORF and Rockport 
Yacht Club attended the Beef and 
Chicken Fajita Dinner at the Port A 
Marina.



Eau De Vie

Captains 
Meeting

SeaFlight

Eau De Vie and Windswept off the starting line SeaFlight

June 20 - Adagio, Kerry Ann, Still Dreamin, 
Windswept, Eau De Vie, Seaflight, Elan, Tom 
Kat, 



Aleta Domingue, Sharon 
and Joe Blair, Susie Portis

June 26 - 
About 
twenty 
members.

Commodore Harry 
Armenia shows off 
the new wine 
selection.

Martha and Jim Isbell.

JIm Isbell 
just quite can't 
do it, while Jo 
Ann Robertson 
shows him how 
it is done in the 
"Woman vs. 
Man" 
Chairlifting 
Strengtht 


